ABSTRACT

WA-I-305 19th Century
Log House, Resh Road

Hagerstown Vicinity

private

This house is one of many log dwellings
still standing in Washington County. Its deteri-
orated condition allows its construction to be
studied in some detail. The appearance of the
house would tend to suggest a building date from
the first half of the 19th century as implied by
the window and door casings and trim and the re-
maining interior woodwork.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This two part log house is located on the east side of Resh Road about one half mile south
of its junction with Broadfording Road, west of Hagerstown in Washington County, Maryland.
The building stands on a slate ridge above the Conococheague Creek and faces east. ’

The structure is a one and a half story, four bay house, built of logs hewn on two sides and
Joined at the corners with '"V'" notching. Between the third and fourth bays from the north
end of the house 1s a vertical addition post into which the logs forming the north part of
the house are set. This indicates that the north section was added to the main structure.
The exterior of the house was most recently finished with imitation brick composition siding.
It was applied over a white plaster coating spread on laths nailed to the logs. At one time
a porch extended across the entire front elevation. It has been removed, exposing the logs
and their chinking. The chinking is of mud with a white plaster finish coat. The area be-
hind the porch had never received any sort of coating over the logs. The good condition of
these logs suggests that the porch was constructed, its roof structure protecting the front
wall logs, within a short time after the hougse was built.

The main section has two windows and a door at the front elevation. Appearing to be spac.
evenly, they have wide casings with applied trim at the outer edges. The door 1s located
at the northernmost bay of the front elevation of the main section. There are no openings
in the upper half story except in the gables.

The house was roofed with corrugated sheet metal, part of which remains on the west slope.
A brick chimney with corbeling at its top rises from the exterior of the north end wall of
the south or original gection of the house. '

The building 18 in ruing and stands on a farm containing 157.79 acres which is owned by

Washington County as part of a land fill. At one time a barn was located south of the housge.
It 18 no longer standing. i
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. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house is one of many log dwellings still standing in Washington County. Its deteriorated

condition allows its construction to be studied in some detail.

The appearance of the house

would tend to suggest a building date from the first half of the 19th century as implied by
the window and door casings and trim and the remaining interior woodwork.
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